PART TWO

DECISIONS

IV.   THE GERMAN LIGHTNING VICTORIES

F,

ROM September 1,1939, to June 22, 1940, nearly ten months,
there followed a succession of German lightning victories culmi-
nating with a tremendous crescendo in the surrender of France.
These victories, a sort of honeymoon of blitzkrieg, marked the most
sudden and sweeping tactical transformation in the recorded history
of war. Only the early successes of cannon in battering medieval
fortifications designed without reference to such attack could be
even remotely compared with them, and Europe had known gun-
powder for generations before the castles began to go over like
ninepins, while the iron horse, the internal combustion engine, had
never propelled an air or ground fighting vehicle in actual combat
before 1914. The amazing rapidity of these early German triumphs
was hardly stranger than their bloodlessness. The victors* losses
were trivial, while those killed or wounded on the defeated side
were vastly outnumbered by those taken prisoner. In contrast to
1914-18, the new warfare seemed fantastic.

Three thousand years ago the first war horses whose hoofs still
thunder from the book of Job astonished in like fashion the Medi-
terranean lands. Some five hundred years later the appearance of
European men, Greeks in metal armor in Egypt, and four hundred
years ago the armored riders of Cortes and Pizarro in Mexico and
Peru were locally epoch making. The transformation which we
now consider took place only yesterday, as history count? time, and
overturned military thought throughout the world.

The first victim of mechanized lightning war was Poland. That
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